University of Montana

ScholarWorks at University of Montana
University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present

University Relations

7-24-1992

UM research funding doubles
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases

Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
Recommended Citation
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "UM research funding doubles" (1992).
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 12752.
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/12752

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information,
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu.

The University of Montana
Office of N ew s and Publications
Missoula, MT 59812
(406) 243-2522

NEWS RELEASE

July 24, 1992
UM RESEARCH FUNDING DOUBLES
MISSOULA When George Dennison became president of The University of Montana two years ago, he
challenged faculty members to double the amount of externally funded grants and contracts in four
years. Instead, they accomplished the goal in half the time.
Annual external research funding ran slightly over $7 million when Dennison came to UM
in August 1990, says Ray Murray, associate provost for research and economic development and
dean of the graduate school. By the end of June 1992, the figure had swelled to $14,242,665.
"To double the volume in two years is a fantastic achievement," Dennison says. "We also
have some very notable work."
That notable work includes an array of research projects. This past academic year, forestry
Professor Steve Running landed the largest grant in the Montana University System’s history: one
from NASA that, over 10 years, will fund over $7.9 million worth of satellite study of global
ecosystems. The Flathead Lake Biological Station received a $360,000, five-year grant from the
National Park Service to study the effects of global climate change. IBM gave UM about $125,000
in computer equipment that will help protect the state’s biodiversity.
Other studies included ones on feline AIDS, wolves and people in Yellowstone National
Park and managing streamside ecosystems.
Halving the time to meet Dennison’s challenge is testament to the high quality of the faculty
members UM has hired recently, Murray says.
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Another boost to the externally funded research coffers has been indirect-cost money, which
until two sessions ago was claimed by the state Legislature, Murray adds. Those dollars, part ol
each grant UM receives, cover items such as lighting, heating and accounting costs.
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